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As a school of excellence, St. Francis de Sales is focused upon the present and future 
growth of our school. Through the assistance of our School Board and the support that is 
provided by our Home & School Association and broader parish, I see a school whose 
vision remains firmly planted in providing an excellent education that meets the needs 
of our students and instills the virtues of our faith. A school program whose 
philosophical belief is one in which we are called to create a culture where our young 
people serve as engaged leaders of conscience, compassion and competency.  
 
When I consider the dedicated investment that our H.S.A. provides to our school by 
funding a variety of curricular, co-curricular, technological and capital improvement 
needs, I am truly humbled by their generous support. For example, this year’s fiscal 
support to the digital package for our Go Math program has helped further advance the 
instructional resources we provide to engage student learning. What’s more, their recent 
purchase of 30 Chromebook laptops serve as a technological tool which offers a value-
added learning platform to enhance applied learning. On a similar note, at a recent 
faculty day our teachers received professional development training on the endless 
resources that are available through Google Apps For Education. The G.A.F.E. system 
extends a core offering of communication and collaboration applications which allow 
students to work from any device on assigned documents and class and group projects 
which have become even more accessible via the recently assigned 4th – 8th grade 
student Gmail accounts. Furthermore, the cart of Chromebooks that moves around our 
building will provide a hands-on teaching tool which includes built-in access to the 
G.A.F.E. The future for St. Francis continues to shine brightly! 
 
While our Catholic school offers a bright future with great promise, our teachers and I 
never lose sight of maintaining a safe and nurturing environment for our young people. 
And as a school who ranks the safety of our students as our foremost priority, our staff 
continues to vigilantly prepare for the potential of any on-campus critical incident. To 
this point, our faculty recently engaged in a “table top training session” on how to 
effectively prepare for an on-campus active threat. I would like to extend my 
appreciation to our Chief of Police, Barb Duncan, for her support in leading this training 
session. And keeping with the topic of the Salisbury Police, I also want to extend my 
gratitude to this outstanding group of modern day heroes and their emphasis on helping 
to promote the virtue of civic leadership in young people. To this point, Chief Duncan 
and a few of her officers paid a recent visit to SFdS.  The Chief formally swore in the 6th 
grade as members of our Safety Patrol Team.  Each student recited the following “Oath 
of Office” and was provided a commendation for their commitment to serve: 

 
I promise to serve as a positive example for those around me. I will not act recklessly 

or allow ill feelings or friendships to influence my decisions. I will serve in a courteous 
manner at all times and I will not be bossy or boastful. I will obey the rules of my 

patrol whether in school or at home. As a representative of my family, my 6th grade 
class and teacher, and my school, I will honor my oath. 

 
PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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